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This lecture features the interdisciplinary scholarship of Dr. Vanessa Valdés, the Director of the Black Studies 
Program and Associate Professor of Spanish and Portuguese at The City College of New York-CUNY. Her 
research specialization focuses on comparative studies of Black cultural productions throughout the Americas, 
including the Caribbean, Braz
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Talk 



following themes: the historical roots of Afro-Latin America, negotiating blackness and anti-blackness, popular 
and visual cultures, and curriculum and community. The cumulative audience of over 180 people included 
scholars, staff, students, teachers, and community members. Positive feedback included common descriptors 
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Afro-Latin American Studies Graduate Seminar in Cuba 
May 3�t11, 2019  
 
The Initiative launched the Afro-Latin American Studies Graduate Seminar Abroad program in Cuba. This one-
credit course provided graduate students in art and art history, linguistics, and history with a first-hand 
experience in understanding the historical, social, and cultural legacies of Afro-Latin America. The course 
focused on the history and legacy of ���µ�����[�•�����(�Œ�]�����v���Œ�}�}�š�•�����v�����µ�š�]�o�]�Ì�������������}�u���]�v���š�]�}�v��of scholarly texts, films, 
discussions, essays, and field excursions to address the topics of enslavement, syncretism, resistance, and 
agency, especially as found in Cuban history, African-derived music, religions, literature, and art; and issues of 
race and gender in revolutionary society. Four students participated in the pilot program hailed from diverse 
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